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investigation at Markham lllegal Dumping Site
Markham, Cook County, lllinois

Background

The dump site in/near Markham in Cook County is a 12-acre- Message to area residents: please !
plus property bounded by 159" Street on the north, Dixie do not let children play at this site. l
Highway on the east, the Calumet-Union Drainage Canal on Physical hazards as well as the it
the south, and Western Avenue on the west (see map on page potential for disease-carrying l
4). Dumping activities have apparently been going on at the mosquitoes present a danger to if
site for many years. lllinois EPA found discarded mobile | trespassers. :
homes, automobile parts, boats, tires, drums and totes of {

unknown liquids and solids (and some spilled onto the ground), S
unidentified gas cylinders, swimming pool chemicals and various constructlon and demolltlon debris.

Mosquito species identified at the site are capable of carrying a type of encephalitis, which affects
children as well as adults, and the West Nile Virus, which primarily affects older citizens.

What cleanup actions have iinois EPA is in- the process of cor completmg removal-of tires and other:]

occurred at the site? .debns at the ‘site.- 503 truckloads (9000: tons) of various solld waste
matenals dumped at-the site were ‘hauled’away to. be: properly
dlsposed ata: landf i in addltlon -98: truckloads of trres (equrvalent
10:26; 430 passenger tlres) were, removed from the site for benefi
reuse ‘and. recycllng To date, the total cost of the removal actlon_"
the state lS more than $600 000 Lo . .

What chemical contaminants lllmors EPA sorl sampllng results revealed some heavy metals at“ B
still exist at the dump site? levels. greater than background. Addltlonally, one of four: samples
revealed.elevated levels of cancer-causing chemrcals from. the.
family of polycycllc aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHS). PAHs are..
commonly found in products'made from fossil fuels;'such as. coal: tar 1
*pH is a measure of the {|  pitch'and asphalt;'and can.be rélease into the air during’ mcomplet" :

acidity or alkalinity of a l burmng of fossil fuels and- garbage Site: trespassers may be’’.
solution, numerically equal | exposed to these chemicals by mhallng alrborne dusts or othewv St
to 7 for neutral solutions, | contactlng contamlnatlon at the 3|t & ¥ :

increasing with increasing
alkalinity and decreasing
with increasing acidity.

Laboratory analyses from samples coIIected by U S EPA in May
reveal the presence of some metals, mcludlng lead. -Totes of 0|l
were tested, and the-contents' are not flammable: Samples’of --

I lnsulatlng material were tésted for asbestos and the results were
mmmmﬂln negative: Several bags and drums:of: swmmlng pool chemicals ':
revealed chlorrne -ammonia and highr pH levels*, which can be -
corrosive:, Standlng water near the pool chemlcals ‘also. contalnedt
ammonia and ‘chlorine and hlgher-than normal pH levels Itis:expe
ted. that most ‘of the surface contamlnatlon in'the: spllled chemlcal
area will'be removed. when U.S: EPA removes.the ‘chemical totes




Were any site-related
contaminants found in
groundwater samples from
private wells?

What are the next steps to
make the site safer?

Will the contamination be
cleaned up?

What steps are being taken to
make sure dumping does not
resume at this location?

' lllrnors EPA has removed most of the debrls and: tlres at thls pomt

other contalners and vusrble resrdue in the fall of 2010 .f-._._;-'

st e

No Laboratory results from the pnvate well tests in Apnl revealed
groundwater contamlnatlon from naturally- occurring metals: and
mrnerals only, whlch do not appear to be: srte-related i. "'_ N '_ - _,‘ﬁ

',.14;

The. wells tested are not in the dlrectlon of groundwater flow from the
snte which is to'the south. - -Mainly- industrial businesses are-located -
in thls dlrectlon and they are: served by a communlty water supply

lllmo:s EPAis. lnterested in- Iocatlng the pnvate wells closest to-the .
site. . If you have a well within a-few. blocks of the site and have not -
previously lnfonned the Agency, please contact Charlene Thrgpen at
847/294-4122 . LT L Sl e E Y

The lllrnors Ofﬁce of the Attorney General (lOAG) srgned an Agreed 1
lntenm Order with’ the City of: Markham on June 22, 2010. Pursuant 1
to the. order the Crty is.to provide. 24- hour police’ survelllanceeof the
site 50 that no more waste:will be-déposited there. The Clty will
maintair barriers.to-restrict access and'has’ ‘provided:signs at:
locatlons around the penmeter of the srte to deter mdlvrduals from
entermg the srte -- S AT SRR

llllnols EPA purchased a mosqurto treatment product and arranged

for the. South Cook. County Mosqurto Abatement District to apply it: to
redlce the:number of: mosqulto larvae. The treatment, ‘which, was
conducted on May 18 wsll be effectlve tor three: to four: months

;.1~_'

U.S: EPA intends to conduct a.removal of all suspect chemical .
containers and spilled chemicals at the site. That work is. expected ]
to begln in the fall of2010 R R

Addltlonally, per the Agreed lntenm Order the Clty of Markham wrll
dlscuss further clean~up actlvmes for the dump slte wrth the State

‘-,

"y

Vlgllance by: local government and pnvate cntlzens is the best way to
insure-that more'illegal dumplng does not occur at this locatlon
Citizens should report illegal dumping to local.government and
lll|no|s EPA Reglonal Ofﬁce (see contact mformatlon below)

Cdnade

The Agreed lntenm Order requlres that Markham lnstall and

mamtaln video: cameras at the'site to catch fly dumpers in actlon
Live feed wrll be: manitored by the police: department 24 hours a- day -f
The: Clty is‘also requrred to continue torestrict access to. the site’to
deter additional, dumping-and ta_mamtam barners and warnlng srgns ‘

lllmors EPA lntendsto pursue legal actlon agamst any Vlable part
involved:in this. matter ‘If any: citizen has information. about who is:
responsrble for. lllegal dumping actlvmes at thls srte please contact‘ 2
Charlene Thlgpen (see below) : . t
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For more information,
you may contact:

Carol L. Fuller - Charlene Thigpen Joe O’Connor

Community Relations Coord. . Project Manager ) IDPH W. Chicago Regional
Office of Community Relations DesPlaines Regional Office 245 W. Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. 5
Hlinois EPA - lilinois EPA West Chicago, lllinois 60185
217/524-8807 847/294-4122 630/293-6800
carol.fuller@illinois.gov charlene.thigpen@illinois.gov joeo'connor@illinois.gov

Site-related information is posted on lllinois EPA’s website at
http://www.epa.state.il.us/ (for site photos);
http://Iwww.epa.state.il.us/community-relations/fact-sheets.htmi (for fact sheets); or
hitp://www.epa.state.il.us/news-releases/ (for news releases).
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Map of the boundaries of the investigation “site.”
Dumping has occurred at various places within the site.

{1 Markham Dumping Site

== Calumet Union drain North

Site extends from

Western Avenue

to Dixie Highway
and

160th to 161st Place

(Calumet Union

Drainage Canal)
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